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  Informal notes on the agenda 

  Note by the secretariat 

 
 This paper presents an overview of agenda items, associated documentation (official 
and informal “INF”) and actions to be taken by the delegates to the two meetings being 
held in the week 22–26 November 2010, under the Convention on Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) in a Transboundary Context (“Espoo Convention”): 

 (a)  The third session of the Meeting of the Signatories to the Protocol on 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), which is making the final preparations for the 
first session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Espoo Convention serving as the Meeting 
of the Parties to the Protocol (MOP/MOP1); 

 (b) The fourteenth meeting of the Working Group on EIA, which is making the 
final preparations for the fifth session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Espoo 
Convention (MOP5). 

 The two bodies will finalize the practical arrangements for MOP5 and MOP/MOP1, 
expected to be held together in the week 20–24 June 2011. The two bodies will also prepare 
final draft decisions to be forwarded to MOP5 (decisions V/…) and MOP/MOP1 (decisions 
I/…).  

 Some documents—including these informal notes—have double symbols (for 
example, ECE/MP.EIA/AC.3/2010/INF.1 and ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/INF.1) as they are 
to be used by both the Meeting of the Signatories and the Working Group on EIA.  

 Some of the draft decisions also have double labels (for example, MOP decision V/3 
is also MOP/MOP1 decision I/5) as they are to be considered by MOP5 and MOP/MOP1 in 
joint session, because they affect both the Convention and the Protocol. 

 
 

 United Nations ECE/MP.EIA/AC.3/2010/INF.1 --  ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/INF.1
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Day Time Agenda item Documents Actions 

  Meeting of Signatories to Protocol on SEA 

Monday, 22 
November 
2010 

11.00-
11.15 

1. Adoption of the agenda • Provisional agenda  
(ECE/MP.EIA/AC.3/2010/1) 

• Report of previous session 
(ECE/MP.EIA/AC.3/2005/2) 

• (These) informal notes on the 
agenda 
(ECE/MP.EIA/AC.3/2010/INF.1) 

• The Meeting of the Signatories will elect the Chair of the 
session. Bureau proposal: Eva Baron (Netherlands), Vice-
chair. 

 11.15-
12.00 

2. Status of ratification of 
the Protocol on Strategic 
Environmental 
Assessment 

• Status of ratification 
(ECE/MP.EIA/AC.3/2010/INF.2) 

• Delegations might report on planned ratifications of the 
Protocol.  

• The Meeting is expected to agree on the date of the first 
session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Convention serving 
as the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol (MOP/MOP1). 
Bureau proposal: in week of 20–24 June 2011.  

 12.00-
13.00 
and 
15.00-
15.30 

3. Promoting ratification 
and application of the 
Protocol 

(none) • The delegation of Slovenia is expected to report on the 
holding of a workshop to raise awareness of the Protocol. 

• The delegates from States outside the UNECE region (Iraq, 
Viet Nam, …) are expected to present briefly their national 
SEA systems and practices. 

 15.30-
16.00 

4. “Environment for 
Europe” process 

• Report of 13th meeting of Working 
Group on EIA 
(ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/2, chap. 
VII) 

• The Chair of the Working Group on EIA will summarize 
the discussion on the “Environment for Europe” Ministerial 
Conference at the Working Group’s meeting in May 2010. 

• Delegations are expected to propose inputs and contributions 
to the Ministerial Conference in Astana, September 2011. 

 16.00-
17.00 

5. Budget and financial 
arrangements 

• Biannual financial report 

• Status of contributions 
(ECE/MP.EIA/AC.3/2010/INF.3) 

• Secretariat staff resources 
(ECE/MP.EIA/AC.3/2010/INF.4) 

• Delegations might report on additional contributions to the 
trust fund of the Convention. 

• The Meeting is expected to propose how Parties will address 
the shortfall between financial contributions received and the 
expenditure necessary to fulfil the workplan and the expected 
functions of the secretariat.  
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Day Time Agenda item Documents Actions 

17.00-
17.15 

6. Financial assistance to 
representatives of 
countries with economies 
in transition, non-govern-
mental organizations and 
countries outside the 
region 

(none) • - Monday, 22 
November 
2010 

17.15-
18.00 

Tuesday, 23 
November 
2010 

10.00-
13.00 
and 

15.00-
16.00 

 

7. Preparations for the first 
session of the Meeting of 
the Parties to the 
Convention on 
Environmental Impact 
Assessment in a 
Transboundary Context 
serving as the Meeting of 
the Parties to the Protocol 

• Draft decisions to be forwarded to 
MOP/MOP1and to MOP5 and 
MOP/MOP1 in joint session  
(ECE/MP.EIA/AC.3/2010/L.1) 

• Draft declaration 
(ECE/MP.EIA/AC.3/2010/L.2) 

• Draft programme for MOP5 and 
MOP/MOP1 
(ECE/MP.EIA/AC.3/2010/INF.5) 

• Strengthening implementation and 
ratification of ECE multilateral 
environmental agreements and 
enhancing cross-border interaction 
in Central Asia: project proposal 
(Information paper no. 6 for the 
seventeenth session of the 
Committee on Environmental 
Policy) 

• The Chair of the Working Group on EIA will present the 
draft decision on the adoption of the workplan (MOP/MOP1 
decision I/8 = MOP5 decision V/4).  

• In considering the draft workplan, the Meeting should also 
reflect on its discussions earlier under item 5 (secretariat 
resources and financial contributions), while also recognizing 
that discussion on the draft workplan will continue in the 
Working Group on EIA. Further, the Meeting is expected to 
consider proposals for: a joint activity with the Task Force on 
Public Participation in Decision-making under the Aarhus 
Convention; and a joint capacity-building project under all 
five UNECE environmental conventions. 

• The substantive activities in the workplan will have to be 
funded by in-kind contributions. Any support from the trust 
fund will be exceptional.  

• Therefore, all sub-activities must have a lead country or 
organization that will be responsible for organizing funding, 
through a donor if necessary and with the support of the 
secretariat if appropriate. All sub-activities should also have 
an indicative time schedule and a budget amount. The 
Meeting is expected to provide this information, particularly 
for the activity “Promoting ratification and application of the 
Protocol on SEA”.  
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Day Time Agenda item Documents Actions 

Tuesday, 23 
November 
2010 

10.00-
13.00 
and 

15.00-
16.00 

7. Preparations for the first 
session of the Meeting of 
the Parties to the 
Convention on 
Environmental Impact 
Assessment in a 
Transboundary Context 
serving as the Meeting of 
the Parties to the Protocol 

(continued) 

• Draft decisions to be forwarded to 
MOP/MOP1and to MOP5 and 
MOP/MOP1 in joint session  
(ECE/MP.EIA/AC.3/2010/L.1) 

• Draft declaration 
(ECE/MP.EIA/AC.3/2010/L.2) 

• Draft programme for MOP5 and 
MOP/MOP1 
(ECE/MP.EIA/AC.3/2010/INF.5) 

(continued) 

• The Meeting is expected to review the draft decision on the 
budget, financial arrangements and financial assistance 
(MOP/MOP1 decision I/9 = MOP5 decision V/5). The Bureau 
and secretariat do not have recommendations to insert in 
paragraphs 2 and 14 of the decision. The budget table 
(incorrectly titled “Workplan”) should be reviewed in the light 
of discussions earlier in the session.  

• The Meeting is expected to review and finalize draft 
decisions: 

– I/1: Rules of procedure (having decided on the removal of 
square brackets and text, as appropriate) 

– I/2: Establishment of a subsidiary body 

– I/3: Points of contact, format for notification and focal 
points 

– I/4: Reporting and the review of implementation (having 
decided whether or not a separate questionnaire will be 
issued on the implementation of the Protocol) 

– I/5 (= MOP5 decision V/3): Application of the compliance 
procedure of the Convention to the Protocol (The Chair of 
the Implementation Committee will describe this draft 
decision.) 

– I/6: Capacity development (having decided whether the 
Resource Manual should be published, and on the 
“health” section) 

– I/7: Public participation in strategic decision-making  
(having decided whether to put forward this decision and, 
if so, whether to be more specific in its recommendations) 

– I/10: Accession by Member States of the United Nations 
not members of UNECE (having decided on the removal 
of square brackets and text, as appropriate) 



 

 

E
C

E
/M

P.E
IA

/A
C

.3/2010/IN
F.1

E
C

E
/M

P.E
IA

/W
G

.1/2010/IN
F.1

 
5

Day Time Agenda item Documents Actions 

10.00-
13.00 
and 

15.00-
16.00 

7. Preparations for the first 
session of the Meeting of 
the Parties to the 
Convention on 
Environmental Impact 
Assessment in a 
Transboundary Context 
serving as the Meeting of 
the Parties to the Protocol 

(continued) 

• Draft decisions to be forwarded to 
MOP/MOP1and to MOP5 and 
MOP/MOP1 in joint session  
(ECE/MP.EIA/AC.3/2010/L.1) 

• Draft declaration 
(ECE/MP.EIA/AC.3/2010/L.2) 

• Draft programme for MOP5 and 
MOP/MOP1 
(ECE/MP.EIA/AC.3/2010/INF.5) 

(continued) 

• The Meeting is expected to review and agree on the draft 
declaration (having decided on the removal of square brackets 
and text, as appropriate) 

• The Meeting is expected to review and agree on the 
programme of MOP/MOP1. Delegations are expected to:  

– Make specific proposal by lead countries to attract high-
level representation and to enrich the agenda; 

– Identify one or more keynote speakers; 

– Make specific proposals, as lead countries, for possible 
social events. Examples are provided;  

– Come forward with nominations for the Chair of 
MOP/MOP1; 

– Come forward with nominations for officers, that is, 
Bureau members, and for members of the Implementation 
Committee, as necessary; 

– Make proposals for the timing and location for the second 
session of the MOP/MOP. Bureau proposal: cost of 
organizing MOP/MOP2 if outside of Geneva would be 
borne by host country. 

• Delegations might indicate their expected financial 
contributions to the trust fund, to be pledged at MOP/MOP1. 

16.00-
17.00 

8. Other business (none) • - 

Tuesday, 23 
November 
2010 

17.00-
18.00 

9. Presentation of the main 
decisions taken and 
closing of the session 

(none) • The Meeting is expected to agree on the main decisions taken 
at the session. 
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Day Time Agenda item Documents Actions 

  Meeting of Working Group on EIA 

10.00-
10.15 

1. Adoption of the agenda • Provisional agenda 
(ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/4) 

• Report of the previous meeting 
(ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/2) 

• (These) informal notes on the 
agenda 
(ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/INF.1) 

• - 

10.15-
11.15 

2. Status of ratification of 
the Convention on 
Environmental Impact 
Assessment in a 
Transboundary Context 
and its amendments 

• Status of ratification 
(ECE.MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/INF.2) 

• Delegations might report on planned ratifications.  

• The delegation of each Party that has not ratified the two 
amendments is expected to report on its preparations for 
ratification. If as a result of this information it is concluded 
that the amendments may enter into force before MOP6, the 
Working Group will be expected to consider what actions 
needs to be taken at MOP5. 

Wednesday, 
24 
November 
2010 

11.15-
13.00 

3. Compliance with and 
implementation of the 
Convention. 

• Report of the Implementation 
Committee on its 19th session 
(ECE/MP.EIA/IC/2010/4) 

• Draft decision on the review of 
compliance 
(ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/INF.9) 

• Draft review of implementation 
(legal, administrative and other 
measures) 
(ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/L.3) 

• Draft review of implementation: 
regarding practical experiences 
(ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/INF.10) 

• The Chair of the Implementation Committee will report on 
the Committee’s 19th session, the draft decision V/2 on the 
review of compliance and refer to a compendium of the 
opinions of the Committee, available on the website. 

• Delegations might advise the Committee on the text of draft 
decision V/2, which is to be considered by MOP5. 

• The Working Group might advise the secretariat whether the 
opinions of the Committee should be published in a more 
accessible format. 

• The Working Group is expected to consider the draft third 
review of implementation, to decide on how Parties are to 
check its contents and to take into account the draft findings of 
the review when preparing the draft workplan for 
consideration by MOP5 under agenda item 8. 

• Delegations that have yet to submit a completed 
questionnaire on their implementation of the Convention are 
expected to indicate a date for submission in 2010.  
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Day Time Agenda item Documents Actions 

 4. Exchange of good 
practices 

 • The Working Group is expected to decide the possible 
publication on the website of an informal list of over 500 
cases in which the Convention has been applied. 

Wednesday, 
24 
November 
2010 

15.00-
18.00 

a) Seminar on climate 
change in environmental 
impact assessment and 
strategic environmental 
assessment 

• Seminar programme 
(ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/INF.8) 

• The Working Group is expected to decide on follow-up 
actions on the basis of the outcomes of the seminar. 

10.00-
10.15 

b) Complex activities (none) • The delegation of the European Union is expected to report 
on the preparation of a working document that could become 
the basis for the follow up on complex activities. 

10.15-
10.30 

c) Other activities 
foreseen in the workplan 

(none) • Interested delegations might provide information on a 
possible half-day seminar on large-scale projects crossing 
several countries. The Working Group may decide on 
follow-up actions. 

10.30-
12.00 

d) Application of the 
Convention to nuclear 
energy-related activities 

• Application of the Convention to 
nuclear energy-related activities 
(ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/INF.7) 

• The Working Group is expected to decide on follow-up 
actions, which might include a panel discussion on the subject 
at MOP5. 

12.00-
13.00 

e) Practices in States 
outside the region 

(none) • The delegates from States outside the UNECE region (Iraq, 
Viet Nam, …) are expected to present briefly their national 
EIA systems and practices. 

Thursday, 
25 
November 
2010 

15.00-
16.00 

5. Subregional 
cooperation and capacity-
building  

• Summary of workshop findings 
(ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/6) 

• Representatives of the lead countries for subregional 
cooperation and capacity-building workshops (Belarus, 
France/Portugal/Spain, Georgia, Romania, 
Sweden/Finland/Lithuania/Germany and Tajikistan) are 
expected to report on the outcomes of, or preparations for, 
their activities. 

• The delegation of Romania is expected to report on the status 
of the multilateral agreement signed by ministers from South-
Eastern Europe. The other countries of South-Eastern 
Europe are expected to report on actions taken to bring about 
the entry into force of the agreement. 
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Day Time Agenda item Documents Actions 

16.00-
16.45 

6. Budget and financial 
arrangements. 

• Biannual Financial report 

• Status of contributions 
(ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/INF.3) 

• Secretariat staff resources 
(ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/INF.4) 

• Delegations might report on additional contributions to the 
trust fund of the Convention (except as reported to the 
Meeting of the Signatories – see above). 

• The Working Group is expected to propose how Parties will 
address the shortfall between financial contributions received 
and the expenditure necessary to fulfil the workplan and the 
expected functions of the secretariat (unless concluded by the 
Meeting of the Signatories – see above). 

16.45-
17.00 

7. Financial assistance to 
representatives of 
countries with economies 
in transition, non-
governmental 
organizations and 
countries outside the 
region 

(none) • - 

Thursday, 
25 
November 
2010 

17.00-
18.00 

Friday, 26 
November 
2010 

10.00-
12.00 

8. Preparations for the 
fifth session of the 
Meeting of the Parties to 
the Convention 

• Draft decisions to be forwarded to 
MOP/MOP1and to MOP5 and 
MOP/MOP1 in joint session  
(ECE/MP.EIA/AC.3/2010/L.1) 

• Draft decisions to be forwarded to 
MOP5 
(ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/L.2) 

• Draft programme for MOP5 and 
MOP/MOP1 
(ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/INF.5) 

• General compliance issues 
(ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/INF.6) 

• In considering the draft decision on the adoption of the 
workplan (I/8=V/4), the Working Group should reflect on its 
discussions earlier under item 6 (secretariat resources and 
financial contributions), as well as the deliberations of the 
Meeting of the Signatories and the general compliance issues 
identified by the Implementation Committee.  

• The substantive activities in the workplan will have to be 
funded by in-kind contributions. Any support from the trust 
fund will be exceptional.  

• Therefore, all sub-activities must have a lead country or 
organization that will be responsible for organizing funding, 
through a donor if necessary and with the support of the 
secretariat if appropriate. All sub-activities should also have 
an indicative time schedule and a budget amount. The 
Working Group is expected to provide this information, 
particularly for the activities “Subregional cooperation and 
capacity-building” and “Exchange of good practices”. 
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Day Time Agenda item Documents Actions 

Friday, 26 
November 
2010 

10.00-
12.00 

8. Preparations for the 
fifth session of the 
Meeting of the Parties to 
the Convention 
(continued) 

• Draft decisions to be forwarded to 
MOP/MOP1and to MOP5 and 
MOP/MOP1 in joint session  
(ECE/MP.EIA/AC.3/2010/L.1) 

• Draft decisions to be forwarded to 
MOP5 
(ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/L.2) 

• Draft programme for MOP5 and 
MOP/MOP1 
(ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/INF.5) 

• General compliance issues 
(ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/INF.6) 

(continued) 

• The Working Group is expected to review the draft decision 
on the budget, financial arrangements and financial assistance 
(V/5=I/9). The Bureau and secretariat do not have 
recommendations to insert in paragraphs 2 and 14 of the 
decision. The budget table (incorrectly titled “Workplan”) 
should be reviewed in the light of discussions earlier in the 
session.  

• The Working Group is expected to review and finalize draft 
decisions: 

– V/1: Review of implementation 
(having decided on the removal of square brackets and 
text, as appropriate) 

– V/3 (=I/5): Application of the compliance procedure of the 
Convention to the Protocol 

– V/6: Interpretation of article 14 of the Convention 
(amendments) 

– V/7: Amendment of rule 7 of the rules of procedure 

• The Meeting is expected to review and agree on the 
programme of MOP/MOP1. Delegations are expected to 
(except as resolved by the Meeting of the Signatories – see 
above):  

– Make specific proposal by lead countries to attract high-
level representation and to enrich the agenda; 

– Identify one or more keynote speakers;  

– Consider a proposal by academics for a seminar on 20 
years of law and practice under the Espoo Convention. 
This would also see the launch of a book on the same 
topic; 

– Make specific proposals, as lead countries, for possible 
social events. Examples are provided;  

– Come forward with nominations for the Chair of MOP5; 
     ../.. 
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10.00-
12.00 

8. Preparations for the 
fifth session of the 
Meeting of the Parties to 
the Convention 
(continued) 

• Draft decisions to be forwarded to 
MOP/MOP1and to MOP5 and 
MOP/MOP1 in joint session  
(ECE/MP.EIA/AC.3/2010/L.1) 

• Draft decisions to be forwarded to 
MOP5 
(ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/L.2) 

• Draft programme for MOP5 and 
MOP/MOP1 
(ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/INF.5) 

• General compliance issues 
(ECE/MP.EIA/WG.1/2010/INF.6) 

(continued) 

– Come forward with nominations for officers, that is, 
Bureau members, and for members of the Implementation 
Committee, recalling that Committee members need not 
be in Government service; 

– Make proposals for the timing and location for the sixth 
session of MOP. Bureau proposal: cost of organizing 
MOP6 if outside of Geneva would be borne by host 
country. 

• Delegations might indicate their expected financial 
contributions to the trust fund, to be pledged at MOP5. 

• Delegations might offer to finance broader informal reporting 
of MOP5 and MOP/MOP1 using the IISD (International 
Institute for Sustainable Development) reporting service. 
Details are available from the secretariat. 

12.00-
12.30 

9. Other business (none) • - 

Friday, 26 
November 
2010 

12.30-
13.00 

10. Presentation of the 
main decisions taken and 
closing of the meeting 

(none) • The Working Group is expected to agree on the main 
decisions taken at the meeting. 

    


